THE NATAL  MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL                        381
tained. This clause, evidently, is a result of the agitation that is still going
on in the Transvaal with regard to the use of foot-paths by Coloured people,
and of the vacillating policy of the Government of that Crown Colony.
Clause 200 makes provision for registration of persons belonging to
uncivilised races, resident and employed within the borough. One can
understand the necessity for registration of Kaffirs who will not work;
but why should registration be required for indentured Indians who have
become free, and for then- descendants about whom the general com-
plaint is that they work too much ? Is the son of an indentured Indian,
seeking employment as a clerk, to be registered?
There are other objectionable clauses in the Bill, but we refrain, for
the present, from adverting to them in this brief notice of the Bill. It is
merely one of the many proofs of an attempt that is being made all over
South Africa to crush the Indian, because the whole of the agitation that
is at present going on, though nominally directed against the Coloured
man, is in reality directed against the British Indian. The policy that is
being followed is the policy that was ascribed to the Boers by Lord Milner
with reference to the Uitlanders, in his famous Kimberley speech before
the war. His Lordship described it as a pin-prick policy; yet it will not
be doubted that the Uitlanders, in spite of the political disabilities to which
they were subject, were infinitely better off and better able to put up with
them than the Indians. If the treatment of the Uitlanders be described
as a policy of pin-prick, what shall we say of the policy that is being
followed in connection with British Indians in South Africa? As a member
of the Legislative Assembly of Natal once said, the Colonial ideal should
be to make the position of the British Indians in South Africa as uncomfort-
able as possible, so that their patience would be exhausted and they would
leave the country.
What, now, is the duty of the British Indians under this trying ordeal?
The answer is simple. Patience is the badge of the Indians, and they
must not on any account forget that fact. It is a precious heritage, and
if they would only add to it a large fund of industry, well-sustained and
combined opposition to a usurpation of their rights as subjects of the King-
Emperor, they might still gain the victory, even though the odds may
be against them. They must have the faith of the undaunted prophet
who, with the courage born of a living confidence in his God, was wont
to defy the hordes of the enemy, and who, when reminded by his disciples
that they were only three against the enormous numbers of the latter,
retorted that they were not three but four, because the invisible presence
of the Almighty was with them.
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